REMEMBRANCE DAY 2015
Some photos of the gathering and the ceremony with report following the photos:

Branch 15 Veterans Henry Lloynd (WWII RAF)
Alan Hood (Merchant Navy), Peter Welford
(Army, Korea); and ex Indian-Army soldier

Army Veteran and former Mayor
George Ferguson

Harry Bishop leading Branch 15 Colour Party followed by other Colour Parties:

Royal Westminster Regiment

Royal Canadian Mounted Police

RCAF 861 Silverfox Squadron Air Cadets

Some of the large crowd..........

Honour Guard leaving after the Ceremony

Branch 15 members Dan Noorgard &
John Molnar

Branch 15 member (WWII veteran) Cyril
Holbrow and daughter June

A World War II Veteran

Our Chaplain mixing with the throng

Thanks to Barb Roberts and her volunteers...& The Salvation Army for their hot chocolate
and WW II doughnuts!

The Choir from M.E.I.

Touching, Heartfelt Thanks

photos courtesy of John Morrow or from PWS

Branch 15 Life Members former President
Roy Garratt and charter Ladies Auxiliary
Member Ann Slater (photo: Dan Bucar)

Remembrance Day Report from Rev. Art Turnbull:
NOTES ON REMEMBRANCE DAY
What a grand turnout! This year, 2015 Remembrance Day had the Thunderbird
Square in Abbotsford overflowing with attendees. The solemn trust to remember
those who sacrificed for our democracy was respected by over 4000 people.
The parade to the Cenotaph led by the Legion Colour Party contained more
veterans than usual in comparison to the past few years. The Canadian Forces,
Air Cadets with 861 Squadron Band, the RCM Police, and the Abbotsford Police
and Fire Rescue, Federal and Provincial agencies and services, were in full
attendance. Over 200 youth and children including Scouts and Guides paraded
this year. The column stretched from Cruickshank Street all the way to the
parade square.
Each year a focus is given to the theme of remembrance. This year marked the
70th anniversary of the end of World War Two. The immediate times after the
end of the war saw the creation of the United Nations, the establishment of new
boundaries for some countries including Israel/Palestine, the feeding and
resettling of over 50 million refugees in Europe, and the beginning of the Cold
War between the West and the East. Canadians rejoiced with the end of
hostilities and pitched in to aid the means for peace through ties to NATO and
the NORAD treaties and the participation in UN endeavours for peace.
The contribution of our Allies during both World War One and Two, as well as
partnering with peace keeping missions, was made evident by the inclusion of
the recognition of the Indian Army and the Canadian Sikh community this
year. A retired Indian Army officer laid a wreath while a priest of the Sikh
community led a prayer in Punjabi.
A further contribution to the successful day was contributed by the Salvation
Army who provided to the public hot chocolate with WW II donuts (recipe from
1939 was used to make fresh donuts). Youth like the Cadets as usual were
given refreshments in the Reach building provided by the Branch 15 Ladies
Auxiliary.
The volunteers of the Legion and Civic Remembrance day committee spend many
hours behind the scenes to prepare for this sacred service in our
community. Over 50 volunteers were involved in setting up and taking down the
support needs. In addition, Legion members and others volunteered hours of
time to sell poppies, do the distribution of the poppy boxes and wreaths, and
ensure hospitality at the branch hall was well done. Others visited schools and
seniors care facilities to provide services of remembrance and talks. All these
contributions by volunteers are deeply appreciated.
There is a responsibility that goes with 11 November. We are reminded of the
cost of freedom as we live it. We are also to hold up to the highest values of the
Canadian society ensuring that this Canadian population "stands on
guard" Lest we forget.

