Remembrance Day at Upper Sumas

Debbie Mar, Grade 3/4 teacher at Upper Sumas Elementary, would like to commend her
students for their meaningful and informative Remembrance Day presentation - The
Liberation of Holland: A Bloom of Friendship. Her class received 75 red tulip bulbs (sponsored
by BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation and the Dutch Liberation Canadian Society
2020) to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Canadian Forces’ role in the Liberation of the
Netherlands at the end of WWII. Every year since 1945, when the war ended, the Netherlands
sends tulip bulbs to show their gratitude. The tulip has become a symbol for the deep bond
and friendship between the two countries. Students paid tribute to Abbotsford soldiers who
lost their lives in WWII by writing their names on origami tulips which were placed on a
wreath. Retired Sgt. Kelly Watson honored the soldiers by reading their names from crayon
rubbings students did at the cenotaph. Students presented Peace Postcards thanking soldiers
for their bravery, sacrifice and service to Veteran John Molnar from the Royal Canadian Navy
(Korean War) to share with soldiers at the Abbotsford Legion. The presentation was
transformational on many levels. It educated Canadians of an important time in history,
strengthened bonds in the community, and demonstrated to veterans that their service and
sacrifice will never be forgotten. 88-year-old Veteran Molnar’s eyes filled with emotion as
each student in Mrs. Mar’s class shook his hand and offered words of appreciation and
respect. This small but profound moment demonstrated that the expression of gratitude has
the power to heal and bring hope.

(from the Upper Sumas School website with thanks; submitted by Dan Bucar)
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