
            Andy Anderson  (1926 – February 23, 2021) 
 
Sadly one of our long serving 
Legion members and friend, 
Andy Anderson, passed 
away on February 23rd. 
 
I liked Andy and would often 
have a drink with him at the 
Legion where I learned a lot 
about his stories in World 
War II and his kindness 
when in the services. In the 
last several years Andy had 
organized a weekly table 
tennis evening supplying his 
own table tennis tables.  He had young men and some older men from 
around the Fraser Valley and also from Washington State come on a regular 
basis.  Andy rented a hall and had to move several times to keep the evening 
going. Andy was active at Remembrance Day events, giving talks at the 
schools in Abbotsford.  Also he placed a candle for World War I Clayburn 
soldier James Vacher at Vimy Ridge Day candlelight commemorations. 
 
In WWII Andy was in the Canadian Scottish Regiment and the Army Service 
Corps as a mechanic and driver.  He drove new Canadian vehicles by convoy 
from Marseilles to the Netherlands in 1944 where they were needed. When 
stationed in the suburbs of Hilversum, Andy had pitched his tent near the 
roadside opposite some houses.  One day he was invited by the Mochveldt 
family to come and sleep at night in their house.  He noticed that their little 
girl, Renicka, had no shoes and was running around bare-footed in the 
snow.  Andy did a tracing of her foot and sent it to his mother in Toronto 
who sent a pair of shoes over for the little girl, who was absolutely delighted.  
In 1978 while in Europe, Andy visited the Mochveldt house and found the 
grown up son Hans, Renicka’s brother, who took him to visit the ailing 
mother in a home. She told Andy that Renicka was married and living in 
England. Renicka had had the shoes “gold-plated” and they were sitting on 
a shelf above the fireplace, with the inscription:  “Given to me a by a 
Canadian Soldier”.  This speaks volumes of the kindness of Andy and the 
impact he had on people. 
 
At Christmas time in 2018, Renicka and her husband phoned Andy – what 
a great Christmas present that must have been! 
 
In 2019, thanks to Mark Ivins and his involvement with the organization for 
preserving vintage military vehicles, Andy got to ride in the Abbotsford 



Canada Day Parade in a vintage WWII vehicle, along with John Molnar and 
Dan Norgaard; also Cyril Holbrow was to join them but was prevented at the 
last minute.  Fortunately some precious pictures of Andy and the others 
were taken, so we do have some recent memories. Rest in Peace, Andy. 

 
          Cyril, John, Andy and Dan  -  Canada Day 2019  
  

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Anderson (on left) during WWII 
 
     (courtesy of Abbotsford News) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


